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638 THE MONIST. 

bers of the community to one another are determined." He has excluded, how- 
ever, primitive political theory, and limits his work to the philosophy of the Euro- 
pean Aryan peoples. Thus, he has considered the constitutional basis of Greek 
theory, the political philosophy of Plato, the politics of Aristotle, the political the- 
ory of later Greece and of Rome, the development of Mediaeval institutions, politi- 
cal theory in the early Church, the theories current during the development of 
ecclesiastical hegemony, the political philosophy of St. Thomas Aquinas and his 
school, the theories which were rife during the decline of the Papal hegemony, the 
passing of the Middle Ages, and finally, he has devoted a considerable chapter to 
Macchiavelli. 

The select references to literature and the bibliography afford excellent guides 
to the student, and there is a good index. ' fi. 

L'Imagination et lbs mathematiques sblon Descartes. Par Pierre Boutroux, 
Licenci£ es lettres. Paris : Ancienne Librairie Germer Bailliere. Felix 
Alcan, Editeur, 108 Boulevard Saint-Germain. 1900. Pages, 45. 
Analytical geometry constituting the most distinctive and glorious achievement 
of the French philosopher Descartes, and the object of that branch of mathematics 
being to eliminate visualisation altogether from geometry and to subject its devel- 
opment to the mechanical operations of algebraic machinery, it has been quite 
generally supposed that Descartes actually proposed to restrict to the utmost the 
part played by imagination in mathematical inquiry. Reason alone, he is said to 
have contended, can arrive at knowledge in the truest sense of the term, and as 
Comte has remarked, this principle is the very gist and essence of analytical geom- 
etry. On the other hand, a passage is found in the second part of the Regulce 
treating of applied logic, where it is said that imagination is the indispensable aux- 
iliary of reason. Here, therefore, is an apparent contradiction which it has been 
the purpose of M. Boutroux to remove in this little pamphlet published in the Li- 
brary of the Faculty of Letters of the University of Paris. The author shows that 
the foundations of Descartes's mathematical method are contained in his metaphys- 
ical principles, and that the philosopher's attitude toward the problem here at issue 
is determined by the general philosophic attitude which he took with regard to the 
question of the relation between ' ' body and soul " conceived as two distinct sub- 
stances, fi. 

A. Von KSllikkrs Stellung zur Descendenzlehre. Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte 
moderner Naturphilosophie. Von Dr. Remigius StSlzle, o. o. Professor der 
Philosophie an der Universitat Wiirzburg. Munster, i. W. : Druck und 
Verlag der Aschendorffschen Buchhandlung. 1901. Pages, 172. Price, a 
Marks. 
Some years ago, we devoted several pages of The Monist (Vol. VIII., p. 150 

et seq.) to the consideration of Dr. StSlzle's book on Karl Ernst von Baer. Dr. 
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Stolzle there exhaustively considered the scientific attitude of the great embryol- 
ogist toward Darwin's theory of descent, and made use of Baer's position for the 
purpose of repudiating Darwin's theories. He has now attempted a similar task 
in connection with the work of the biologist Kolliker. 

Dr. StSlzle believes in the theory of descent as an hypothesis of a high order 
of probability, but as a dogma nevertheless. The weight of the evidence, how- 
ever, is so overwhelming that even Dr. Stolzle admits that there is nothing at 
present militating against it in its general and purely logical formulation. He has 
turned therefore to the controversies which center about the causes which have 
been assigned as adequate for the formation of new species. Are these causes in- 
ternal or external causes ? Is the explanatory factor the "selection" of Darwin, 
the use or non-use of Lamarck, and so on ? Here, he remarks, is where confusion 
reigns, and here let us also remark is the point at which the reactionary thought of 
the day takes its stand. It is nothing short of amusing to observe how Dr. Stolzle 
has selected for criticism from Kolliker's labors the points which militate against 
his own philosophical position, and how he chooses for commendation the doc- 
trines which make for its maintenance. For example, as errors of Kolliker are 
mentioned his mechanical conception of the universe, his denial of teleological 
principles, and his denial of the necessity of a creator. Of enduring value and ex- 
emplars of truth are his critique of Darwinism, his acceptance of interior causes, 
and his assertion that all theories of descent were possibilities only and could never 
hope to acquire the full evidence of experiments admitting of repetition. 

But entirely apart from the "purpose" that pervades Dr. St81zle's book, his 
review of KOlliker's labors will be of value to students who are desirous of obtain- 
ing within brief compass a synoptic view of the work of one of the most prominent 
of modern biologists. /*. 

Typical Modern Conceptions of God, or The Absolute of German Romantic 
Idealism and of English Evolutionary Agnosticism. With a Constructive 
Essay. By Josefh Alexander Leighton, Professor of Philosophy in Hobart 
College. New York : Longmans, Green & Co. 1901. Pages, xii, 190. 
Price, $1.10. 
Professor Leighton has gathered together in this volume certain philosophical 
essays which he published in The Philosophical Review and had previously sub- 
mitted in another form to the faculty of Cornell University in partial fulfilment of 
the requirements for the degree of doctor of philosophy. He has considered the 
theologic views of four philosophers, viz., Fichte, Hegel, Schleiermacher, and 
Spencer, whom he has selected " because of the typical and partially complemen- 
tary character of their respective treatments of the problem of the Absolute — the 
problem of the metaphysical conception of God." To each of these philosophers 
he has devoted a chapter ; the concluding essay of the work being an outline-treat- 
ment of the problems which most troubled Professor Leighton's mind during his 



